
The Political Economy Lab 

 

The Political Economy Lab focuses research on contemporary issues such as 

emerging technologies, industrial development, globalization and capital 

investments. It is a dynamic and interconnected space that goes beyond 

traditional research to emphasize network-building, innovation, collaboration, 

and practical impact. It connects researchers, policymakers, students, 

business leaders and the broader community in a fluid and interactive 

environment.   

 

Project Links 

Small Nation, Major Impact – The Political Economy of Human Trafficking in 
the Bahamas 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Bermuda – A Comparative Analysis 

Intersecting Inequities: Educational and Economic Disinvestment in Urban 
Communities 

The Electoral Effect of the semi-conductor industry on local communities. 

Political Economy Policy Preferences in the State of Georgia 

The Political Economy of Foreign Direct Investments 

Applied Political Economy 



 

Small Nation, Major Impact – The political economy of Human Trafficking in the Bahamas. 

 

In his master’s research, Tyson K. McKenzie examines how The 
Bahamas, a small yet strategically positioned Caribbean state, 
influences U.S. foreign policy, in the area of human trafficking. By 
leveraging its geographic proximity, diplomatic posture, and 
institutional partnerships, The Bahamas exerts agency in shaping 
bilateral and multilateral anti-trafficking strategies. Applying extant IR 
theories to the political economy of transnational crime, McKenzie’s 

research challenges prevailing narratives that cast small nations as merely passive actors 
in global policymaking. His study not only unpacks the complexities of U.S.–Bahamas 
relations but also offers broader insights into how small island developing states (SIDS) 
can strategically maneuver within asymmetric power dynamics to shape policy outcomes. 

Tyson K. McKenzie is a dedicated Bahamian diplomat and public servant with over a 
decade of progressive experience in the Bahamian Foreign Service. He currently serves as 
the Acting Consul General at the Consulate General of The Bahamas in Miami, Florida. In 
his current capacity, Mr. McKenzie leads all facets of the Consulate’s operations—
including consular, political, economic, and cultural affairs—while overseeing staff and 
engaging with local, state, and federal authorities. His work is grounded in the principles of 
effective diplomacy, strategic policy implementation, and high-impact diaspora 
engagement. He plays a key role in promoting Bahamian interests, supporting nationals in 
distress, and cultivating partnerships across the diplomatic corps and private sector. 

 

 

 



 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Bermuda – A Comparative Analysis 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has long been a critical driver of 
economic activity across the Caribbean, but significant 
divergences exist between Bermuda and other Anglophone 
Caribbean states. Bermuda, widely recognized as a tax haven, 
attracts investment flows that are disproportionately oriented 
toward financial services, insurance, and holding companies. By 
contrast, nations such as Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados, and the Bahamas rely on FDI inflows concentrated in 

tourism, natural resources, manufacturing, and increasingly, emerging technology and 
service sectors. These structural differences underscore the distinct political economy 
frameworks that shape the role of FDI in development. 

The Bermudian model is characterized by a regulatory and tax environment that privileges 
capital mobility over productive sector investment. As a result, while Bermuda boasts high 
per-capita inflows and a significant stock of FDI on paper, much of this activity is 
“phantom” investment—booked for tax optimization rather than physical production or 
employment generation. In contrast, Anglophone Caribbean nations face the challenge of 
mobilizing FDI toward sustainable development objectives, balancing the need for capital 
inflows with concerns about sovereignty, resource dependency, and vulnerability to global 
shocks. 

This comparative analysis highlights the duality of FDI in the Caribbean: Bermuda 
exemplifies the use of jurisdictional advantages to position itself as a global financial hub, 
while other Anglophone states contend with the developmental imperative of leveraging 
FDI to generate jobs, infrastructure, and technological spillovers. By juxtaposing these 
cases, the study advances a deeper understanding of how divergent political economies 
and policy regimes influence the scope, composition, and impact of FDI across small 
island economies. 

Jayce Fraser is a senior political science major at Clark Atlanta University whose research 
interests include international business in the Caribbean. 



 

Intersecting Inequities: Educational and Economic Disinvestment in Urban Communities 

The persistent educational and economic marginalization of urban 
communities in the United States reflects intersecting inequalities 
rooted in both historic and contemporary policy choices. Housing 
segregation, discriminatory urban planning, and unequal access to 
quality schools have reinforced cycles of poverty and limited mobility. 
Scholars such as Ronald Bayor, Claude Anderson, and Richard 
Rothstein demonstrate how policies that favored white suburban 
growth systematically excluded urban populations from economic 
opportunity, thereby entrenching disparities that remain visible today 

in urban school districts, employment markets, and community development outcomes. 

Educational disinvestment is central to these intersecting inequalities. Richard Rothstein’s work on 
unequal school funding highlights how property tax–based financing and redlining left urban 
schools underfunded, overcrowded, and resource-poor. These disparities were not incidental but 
rather the product of deliberate state and local policy decisions that perpetuated racial segregation 
and hindered upward mobility. Meanwhile, as Bayor documents, urban planning practices often 
reinforced segregation by channeling highways, industrial development, and disinvestment 
through urban neighborhoods, further destabilizing the educational and social infrastructure of 
these communities. 

At the same time, economic disinvestment deepened educational disparities and foreclosed 
pathways to wealth-building. Claude Anderson underscores how limited access to capital, 
exclusion from business ownership, and employment discrimination combined with housing and 
school segregation to create overlapping disadvantages. Together, these works illustrate how 
educational and economic disinvestment intersect to maintain structural inequality in urban 
America. By situating contemporary disparities within this historical context, the study argues that 
reversing cycles of marginalization require not only reform of school funding and housing policy but 
also proactive investment in communities long denied equitable access to resources and 
opportunity. 

Dehja Vaughn is an educator, podcaster, PhD candidate, thought-provoking speaker and creative writer. 



 

The Electoral Effect of the semi-conductor industry on local communities. 

 

My research examines the intersection of political economy, emerging 

technology industries, and voter concerns emerging out of the 

semiconductor industry and its supporting infrastructure. Semiconductors 

are a driving force for innovation in fields such as artificial intelligence 

and advanced manufacturing, and their development relies heavily on 

large-scale data centers. These facilities are often in rural areas because of 

land availability and energy costs, and they generate significant negative effects such as noise 

pollution. Referencing case studies and voter behavioral data, this paper will explore how rural 

voters perceive and respond to the data center investments in their communities, and local 

quality-of-life concerns. By analyzing the responses of rural voters to industrial policy effects, I 

will highlight how uneven costs and benefits of the semiconductor industry’s growth are shaping 

voting behavior and policy demands. 

 

Briana Poindexter is a native of Cleveland Ohio, currently residing in Atlanta, GA. Briana is a 
2023 graduate of Clark Atlanta University and is also pursuing her Master of Arts in the Dr. 
Mack Henry Jones Department of Political Science. She specializes in international 
relations, public policy, and American politics, has a strong foundation in political theory 
and analysis and has a powerful interest in data-driven decision-making and innovation. 
Briana acknowledges the undeniable connection between race and poverty which has 
motivated her to be a public servant within distressed communities, and to initiate change 
by addressing inequalities within hierarchical systems. 

 

 



 

Political Economy Policy Preferences in the State of Georgia 

This project examines policy priorities in the state of Georgia in the face of increasing levels 
of foreign investments. It spans six state government administrations over a forty-year 
period, from 1983-2023, including three Democratic and three Republican administrations. 
It considers both the executive and legislative branches and reviews the workings of law 
and policy in the furtherance of administrative goals. The state’s pursuit of foreign 
investments operates in the background as other policies and factors including education, 
taxation and economic mobility vie for attention. 

This study is aided by tools that involve data mining and statistical methods which assist 
with the identification of policy priorities. Data analytics are widely used in government and 
industry and are also increasingly utilized in academia to parse and understand large 
content databases that hold political patterns. Statistical analysis of this data leads to 
enhanced recognition of mechanisms of gubernatorial and legislative politics that benefit 
political science researchers and society in general.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The Political Economy of Foreign Direct Investments 

This project investigates Greenfield and Brownfield FDI in the state of Georgia. Greenfield 
FDI involves a long-term capital investment through which a foreign parent firm establishes 
new manufacturing or production facilities in a host country. A typical example is the 
construction of a new manufacturing plant for automobiles or solar panels. Through 
Greenfield FDI, a new business is started in a foreign country from scratch. One of the 
primary advantages to the host economy is the increase in the number of jobs that a 
Greenfield investment produces. In addition, a new construction in the host economy 
generates spillover benefits to the surrounding community in terms of employment and 
economic stimulation as other businesses spring up to provide services. 

Brownfield investments involve purchasing or leasing an existing facility. The city of Atlanta 
is undergoing extensive redevelopment, including experiencing revitalization through the 
upgrading of brownfield properties. Atlantic Station is one such example – a mixed-use 
project that was once the site of an old steel mill and now it has housing, restaurants, 
movie theatres and green spaces. There is no sign that it once was contaminated property, 
defined as such by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  All across the United 
States, such brownfield sites in urban areas and are attractive investments for developers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Applied Political Economy 

This project involves a real-world application of political economy priorities in Georgia - 
favorable tax policies, a business-friendly regulatory environment, and logistical 
advantages. A foreign parent company leverages a range of state incentives, including job 
creation tax credits, research and development (R&D) benefits, and workforce training 
through Georgia Quick Start. With support from the Georgia Department of Economic 
Development, the company integrates into the state’s business accelerator ecosystem. 

Students from the Political Economy Lab provide research to support the firm’s market 
entry and expansion strategy. Undergraduate students assist in designing consumer 
surveys, master’s students analyze how state and local incentive structures shape 
corporate decision-making, while PhD students review supply chain management, policy 
evaluation and logistical analysis. Through this project, students gain real world experience 
in political economy, observing public-private collaboration, and transforming classroom 
theory into hands-on application.  

 

 


